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The Great Comet of 1680

Resident Birthdays in November

Staff Birthdays
Cassidy Y 11/3
Bree S. 11/9
What’s Happening in
November
Aviation History Month
Native American Heritage Month
Adopt a Turkey Month
Polar Bear Week November 1–7
Cliché Day November 3
Veterans Day: U.S. November 11
Rock Your Mocs Day November 15
International Men’s Day
November 19 ]
Thanksgiving: U.S.
November 26
Square Dancing Day
November 29

For many of the 17th century, the appearance of a
comet in the sky was something horrifying to behold.
Comets were believed to be omens of disaster, foretelling
earthquakes and storms, the death of kings, and the approach of disease. The year after a comet appeared over
the skies of England in 1664, the Bubonic Plague killed
100,000 people in London. Then, in 1666, the Great Fire o
London burned much of the central city to the ground.
The word disaster comes from the Greek dis, meaning
“bad,” and aster, meaning “star.” Indeed, many disasters
were presaged by bad stars. In November of 1680, a comet appeared in the heavens so big, so bright, and with
such a long tail that it could be seen in the daytime. The
appearance of the Great Comet of 1680 threw many into
confusion and dread. One letter from the time read: “God
threatens us with dreadful punishments if we do not repent.” Others turned to science to explain the phenomenon. The German astronomer Gottfried Kirch became the
first man ever to see a comet from a telescope when he
discovered the Great Comet on November 21, 1680. It
came to be known as Kirch’s Comet. A Spanish Jesuit
priest, Eusebio Kino, charted the comet’s course as he
traveled from Cadiz, Spain, to Mexico City. His published
account of the comet, the Exposición astronómica de la
cometa, was one of the first scientific papers published in
the New World. But the most famous investigator of the
Great Comet was undoubtedly Isaac Newton. Astronomer
Johannes Kepler had previously argued that objects revolved around the sun in elliptical orbits. Alas, he never
proved this theory. Newton, using data from the Royal As
tronomer John Flamsteed, proved once and for all that th
comet did indeed travel around the sun in an elliptical orbit. Newton’s study of the Great Comet also led to his we
-known theories of gravity.

Taking A Look BACK!!

Nature Shows the Way
It’s hard to believe in this
digital age of GPS systems
and hand-held cellular phone
mapping that explorers once
knew how to navigate without a compass. On November
6, Marooned Without a Compass Day, you, too, could
learn how to find your way. At
night under clear skies, it is
easy enough to find your direction. Simply look to Polaris, the north star. During the
day, find your way by planting a stick in the ground.
Mark the end of its shadow
with a rock. Wait 30 minutes
and mark the new end of the
shadow with another rock.
The first rock is west. The
second rock is east. Bisect
the two to find north and
south. You’ve just made your
own compass!

Remembering Old Clem
November 23 is a special holiday for
metalworkers and blacksmiths. It is St.
Clement’s Day, more casually known as
Old Clem’s Night, honoring Pope Clement
I, the patron saint of metalworkers and
blacksmiths. Celebrating the holiday, or
“Clementing,” has died out in all but a
few places. The festivities began at sundown with the firing of the anvil. Gunpowder was packed into a small hole in
the anvil so when it was struck by a hammer, it exploded in a shower of sparks.
Then the smith (or often an apprentice)
dressed in a wig, cloak, and mask transformed himself into “Old Clem.” Old Clem
led a procession through the streets, visiting tavern after tavern, soliciting donations of ale and money to pay for the holiday dinner.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW MEMORY CARE ACTIVITY DIRECTOR !!!

Her name is Sam!

Sam graduated from the University of North Carolina Wilmington with a degree in Recreation Therapy. She is from Charlotte, NC and just
moved to Greenville 3 months ago. Some things
that Sam love include Disney, playing sports, Mexican food, hiking and her adorable dog Buddy!
“I am super excited to start at Waterstone and
can’t wait to bring fun and new ideas to memory
care!”
We are so excited to see all the amazing things you
will do! Join us in welcoming Sam to our
Waterstone Family!!!

Turbo-Charged Toboggan
On November 22, 1927, Carl Eliason patented
his Motor Toboggan after years of experimentation, giving rise to the invention of the snowmobile. Eliason, having grown up in Wisconsin, was
an avid outdoorsman, but he suffered a foot disability that prevented him from snowshoeing.
So, in 1924, the 24-year-old Eliason decided to
attach a pair of skis to the front of a toboggan
outfitted with an outboard motor that powered
a steel track. His “motor toboggan” became the
world’s first primitive snowmobile. After receiving the patent, Eliason went on to build 50 of the
machines, each one an individual work of art.
When an order for 150 came in from Finland, he
sold the rights to a major manufacturer. The U.S.
Army even ordered 150 of the machines to help
soldiers defend Alaska’s wild and wintry backcountry.

November Birthdays
In astrology, those born from November 1–21 are Scorpio’s scorpions. Scorpios are passionate and intense, yet you
may never know given their calm demeanors. They value
truth, loyalty, and justice in friends and family. Those born
between November 22–30 are Archers of Sagittarius. The
Archer’s open mind, optimism, curiosity, and enthusiasm
make them the travelers of the zodiac. They treasure freedom: freedom to roam, freedom of thought, and freedom to

express themselves.

